Appendix B
Creating a Report Dictionary

Introduction

For any Xbase database platform, you can cregte areport dictionary file
that provides descriptive information about database fields. When areport
dictionary fileisavallable to R&R, the descriptive field information appears
in the Status Bar when the user highlights a documented field on a report
layout. You can aso specify that thisfidd information gppeer in dl fidd ligs
in R&R by sdecting ether “Report Dictionary Descriptions’ or “Both” in
the Fidld Lists box on the Options b Preferences dialog (see Chapter 6,
“Setting Defaults,” in Using R& R for information about the Preferences

diaog sattings).

In the Runtime, field descriptions are available when you run the interactive
query interface usng the RI_QUERY field in the runtime control file.

For example, if you have a database file BENEFI TS.DBF that contains the
fiddsHLTH_INSand LIFE_INS, you can provide comments such as
“Name of hedth insurer” and “Name of life insurer” for thosefidldsin a
report dictionary file. When an R&R user isinsarting fields on areport, the
comments will gppear in the Status Bar (and, optiondly, in the fidld list itself)
when the user highlights LIFE_INS or HLTH_INS in the Field menu.

Y ou can use the R& R Dictionary Maintenance Utility or your database
software to creete areport dictionary; the dictionary file must have the
extenson DBF. To make the report dictionary file available to R&R, you
must enter the name and directory of the file and itsindex in the Files box on
the Default File Settings dialog (accessed by sdlecting Options P Fle
Settings).

Contents of Report Dictionary Files

A report dictionary file must include fields for the database name, fied
name, and description for every field you want to document. It can dso
include an optiond fidd that lets you specify whether or not you want R&R
to display the fidld' stype, length, and number of decima places dong with
the field description you supply in the dictionary file. When the user
highlights a documented field, R& R uses the database name and field name
to search for amatch in the dictionary file index, then displays the
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corresponding informetion in the Status Bar (or in thefidd list). Do not
include the path or extenson with the database name in the dictionary file.

Figure B.1 ligsthe fidds in the report dictionary file. Thefirg three fidds
(TABLE_NAME, FIELD_NAME, and COMMENT) are required.

Note that the report dictionary field names are defaults that can be
overridden with entriesin RRW.INI. To override these default field names,
you must edit the [Report Dictionary] section of RRW.INI. Usethe form
<default fiedldname>=<override fieldname>. For example, to specify afied
name of FILE to override the default fiedd name TABLE_NAME, include
the following entry:

TABLE_NAME=FILE

Field Name Type Length Contents

TABLE_NAME Character 8 Name of database file that
contains the documented field.

FIELD_NAME Character 10 Name of database or predefined
cdculated fied.

COMMENT Character 80 Description of database or
predefined ca culated field.

EXTENDED Logica 1 Optiona switch for displaying
fidd type, length, and number of
decimd places.

FORMULA Memo Cdlculated fidd formula

FIELD_HIDE Logicd 1 Logica vaue contralling whether
agivenfied gppearsinfidd lists
inR&R.

FILTR_HIDE Logica 1 Logica vaue contralling whether
agiven fidd will be available for
usein aRuntime query.

INST_HIDE Logicd 1 Logicd field contralling whether a
given field will gppeer in instant
report layouts.

FigureB.1 Fieldsin Report Dictionary Files

When the EXTENDED fidd contains atrue vaue, R& R will precede the
field's description from the COMMENT fidld with additiond information,
including the fidd' stype aswell asthe fidd' s Szein the database file and
number of decima places, where gpplicable. If you do not include the
EXTENDED fidd in the dictionary file, or if the field isempty, R&R
assumes afase vaue.
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The lengths given in Figure B.1 indicate the maximum number of characters
of each fidd that R&R will read. If the fiddsin the dictionary file are longer,
R&R will ignore the additiond characters. If the vaue of EXTENDED is
F., R&R will display an 80-character comment. If EXTENDED is.T.,

R& R will truncate the comment as necessary, in order to display the
additiond field informetion.

FORMULA isamemo field that can be used to supply a predefined
caculated fidd to R& R reports. If avaueis specified for TABLE_NAME,
the fidd “beongs’ to that table and will be available whenever thetable is
used in areport. In this case, the expression for the predefined calculation
can include references to field names from the specified table (including
other predefined ca culated fields from that table), congtants, R& R
functions, and UDFs. If TABLE_NAME isblank, thefidd istrested asa
“congtant” calculation and isavailable to dl R&R reports; in this case, the
field expression can include references to other * constant” predefined
cdculated fidds, congtants, R& R functions, and UDFs. Although you
cannot edit a predefined cdculation within R& R, you can copy its
expresson asthe garting point for a new caculated fidd formula

FIELD_HIDE, FILTR _HIDE, and INST_HIDE are “security” fields that
can be used to control which datais visbleto the user.

If HELD_HIDE has atrue vaue, the field specified by that report
dictionary record will not be included in R&R fidld lists; in addition,
any exiging report that uses the specified field will not run in ether
interactive R& R or the Runtime,

If FILTR_HIDE istrue, the specified field will not be available for
usein aRuntime query.

If INST_HIDE istrue, the specified fidld will not beincluded in
instant reports.

Indexing Report Dictionary Files

Report dictionary files must be indexed on the UPPER of TABLE_NAME
concatenated with the UPPER of FIELD NAME, asin
UPPER(TABLE_NAME)+UPPER(FIELD_NAME). The index file must
have the same name as the dictionary file. If your index files are in tagged
MDX, CDX, or WDX format, the tag must have the same name asthe
dictionary file and the index file.

If adefault index extendon is specified in your configuration, R&R will try to
locate the report dictionary index file by using the dictionary file name with
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the default index extenson. If no default index extension is specified, R&R
will try to locate the report dictionary index file by ataching the extensons
NDX, MDX, NTX, IDX, CDX, and WDX to the report dictionary file
name until it finds the index file

R& R will search for the report dictionary index file in the directory where
the dictionary file resdes, then in the default index directory, if oneis
specified, and then in the startup directory.
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